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early two years ago,
Nﬂrm:me Walsh, a friend

of ours in Melboume
and then President of the
Land Rover Owners” Club
of Victora (LROCY), rang
me to ask if I'd like to help
him organise celebrations
for the 60th Anniversary of
the Land Rover.
After a few months of initial
planning, we recruited
Keith Walker from the
Range Rover Club of Mew
South Wales (RRC MSW),
Greg Stuart from the Land
Rover Owners” Cluby of
Syeiney (LROCS) and Peter
Mercer of the Land Rover
Club of the ACT (LRC ALCT)
toy help 115

We decided very early

on toonce again hold the

celabrations in Cooma in
the Snowy Mountains,
because that was where
Land Rover was first used in
a big way in Australia.

In fact at one stage, the
Snowy Mountain Authority
had the largest fleet of
Land Rovers in the world.
Cooma was also where we
held the 40th and 50U
celebrations, so we knew
the area well.

Because we were spread
between three cities several
hundred kilometres apart,
most planning was done by
e-mails and phone calls. In
the last few months leading
up to the event, it was full-
on, with all of us working
late inta the night — bul it
was all worth it
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Increase

1374 people in 768 Land
Rowvers registered. This was
only @ modest increase over
the numbers for the 50th,
but we can pul this down
to Easter being early this
wear and not falling in the
middle of a school holiday,
as it normally does. This
made L very difficult for

people from far away
places to get there, but
even so, we had people
frarm Denmark, England,
Mew Fealand, the US and
every State and Territony in
Australia roll up. The
GHanisers Were very nappy
with the turnout,
particularly the big increase
in Serkes s, a sure
indication that the
enthusiasts ara oul there
resurrecling this fcorn,

There were 88 Seriess,
five from 1948 alone,
Including the first Land
Rover Lo be registerad in
Australia. There were also
90 Seres is-and 1As, 116
Series s and 211 coil-
sprung Landies. But the
later models were alio
there in force, with 160
Discoverys and 75 Range
Rovers dating from 1971 to
the latest madel. And there
were also the usual Torward
Controls and Lightweights,
plus Freelanders and Range
Rover Sports.
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with Australian representative Patrick Sutcliffe

Busy!

Thursday and Friday
wiere very busy days
at the Registration
and Memaorabilia
Desks as people
arrived in a
continuous stream.
Everyone was
renewing old
acquaintances and
lifting bonnets at the
Showground where
the Desks had been
set up in the kulti-Function
Centre. All the
accommodation in town
had been booked out
months in advance, and so
wie hired a private airfield
for overflow camping. 244
camp sites were booked
there on roads we named
after famous places like
Lode Lane and Solihull
Street!

from the LROCS, |ohn
Davies from the LROCW
and Glen Hudson from the
LROCS respectively.

Royalty was

Parade

Sunday was the day of the
Grand Parade through the
streets of Cooma and the
judging for the many
Awards on offer. Everyone
was asked to assemble at
the temporary campground
from 8 am, and it was one
long stream of traffic,
Chaos reigned supreme for
a while as the marshals
tried to organise the
vehicles into age within
typel In fact, it took three
hours before the local

and a Bush poet for
entertainment.

The Motorkhana was
split into three groups —
SWE, MWE (that's medium
wheelbase) and LWB. The
winners were Peter Davis

Patrick
Sutcliffels a
|Eild]ng
figure in the
Land Rover
mMaovement ip

Australia, He is Passionate
about exploring the our.

back - by Range Rover,
of course!

Member of
Parliament, assisted by the
Cooma Mayor, flagged off
the first of the 560 Land
Rovers (with a Land Rover
flag, naturally!).

Judging was at the
Showground where there
was much drooling over
same superb restored
examples of the marque.
There was even a home-
made 5/8th scale mode| of

On Saturday, the
Motorkhana was held on
private property just out of

town and a number of trips
were run into the
surrounding countryside.
There were also an
Observation Trial and a
Trivia Quiz to keep people
occupied, and in the
evening there was a fully-
catered BBO at the

ol Showground for over 900
) peaple with a Bush Band




Best Range Rover 38A - Ron Beckett

ies | - Mell Mathes

Il - Toni Barr
= Stan Bowshire

Bost Fre
BesL Military -
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Patrick collects an award.
for his 1972 Range Rover

Australia — who
‘weare the major
sponsar and gave
[ us a lot of support
— told the
audience aboul
Ehow " Land Rovers
‘had built the
outback roads for
Tovota to drive
on® ared about the
LRX concept,

the long way via mountain
tracks, some direct. IF jusl
left us to reflect an a very
shccessful event and
whether we'dl all do it
again in 10 years’ tme,
We'vie also thrown down
the challenge to the rest of
the Land Rover world —
beat 768 Land Rovers at
your 60th Anniversary
Event! W
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